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Parent Parent 
GuideGuide

What is this resource and how do I use it? 

This resource pack is the ideal way to learn about - and practise using - prepositions and prepositional 
phrases. Start by reading through the parent guide included in this pack, then encourage your child to 
try some of the activities. These include identifying prepositions and prepositional phrases, as well as 
using them in their writing.

Further Activity Ideas and Suggestions

There is a whole section of the Parents’ Hub dedicated to 
Grammar to support you and your child at home. We also have 
three Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Activities for your 
child to try - Set 1, Set 2 and Set 3. They’re good for identifying 
strengths and areas for development.

What skills does this practise?

Creativity

Grammar

Writing

Reading

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/parents
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/age-specific-resources-parents/english-main-subjects-parents/grammar-english-main-subjects-parents
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/spelling-punctuation-and-grammar-activity-set-1-ages-7-11-t-par-1631255944
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/spelling-punctuation-and-grammar-activity-set-2-ages-7-11-t-par-1632207814
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/spelling-punctuation-and-grammar-activity-set-3-ages-7-11-t-par-1632493076
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/parents/extra-subjects-parents/parents-activites-games
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/extra-subjects-parents/activities-crafts-parents/parents-craft-activities
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/extra-subjects-parents/parents-activites-games/parents-home-activities-puzzles
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/age-specific-resources-parents/science-main-subjects-parents/parents-infants-5-7-science-science-experiments-at-home
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/extra-subjects-parents/parents-activites-games/word-search-puzzles-activities-crafts-parents
https://www.instagram.com/twinklparents/
https://www.facebook.com/TwinklParents/
https://twitter.com/TwinklParents?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/parents
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/blog/parents
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMY4o8_rPjmFoatx7F4TvHQ
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/homework-help
https://www.regentstudies.com/
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A Parent Guide to Prepositions and A Parent Guide to Prepositions and 
Prepositional PhrasesPrepositional Phrases

What is a preposition?

Prepositions are words that link nouns, pronouns and phrases. You can read more about prepositions here. 

What is a prepositional phrase?

A prepositional phrase is a group of words that start with a preposition and explain the time or place that 
something happened. They are also used for cause.

A prepositional phrase can also function as an adverbial phrase by modifying a verb. To explore the 
relationship between prepositional and adverbial phrases further, take a look here.

Examples

from my grandmother on Christmas Day due to the hot weather

http://www.twinkl.co.uk
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/parenting-wiki/prepositions
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-e-1815-prepositional-and-adverbial-phrases-presentation
https://www.regentstudies.com/


A Parent Guide to Prepositions and A Parent Guide to Prepositions and 
Prepositional PhrasesPrepositional Phrases

Prepositional Openers

Prepositional phrases can also act as an adverbial phrase and, when used at the start of a sentence, they 
act as a fronted adverbial. When starting a sentence with a prepositional phrase, it has to be separated 
from the main clause with a comma. In this example, the prepositional phrase has been moved to the start 
of the sentence.

Example

Joni went for a walk in the morning.

In the morning, Joni went for a walk.

Sorting Prepositions

Prepositions can tell us different things:

• Some tell us where things are in terms of time, like at 12 o’clock, in August or on my birthday.

• Some tell us where things are in terms of place, like behind, beside, across, between or under.

• Some can be used to show us the cause, like due to, because of or as a result of.

http://www.twinkl.co.uk
https://www.regentstudies.com/


A Messy Bedroom

Identify Prepositional Phrases

Below is a description of a messy bedroom. Underline all the prepositional phrases in the 
text. There are eleven altogether – can you spot them all?

Daniel’s bedroom was a terrible mess! It looked like a tornado had passed across his room 
and turned everything upside-down! Across the floor, toys were scattered and Daniel’s 
favourite superhero toy had been thrown under the bed. A pile of old magazines were 
precariously stacked behind the bedroom door, waiting to be knocked over. By his bed, 
a small table stood, covered in empty sweet wrappers and an old drink carton. Feeling 
horrified, Daniel’s mum hadn’t entered the room for several days due to the mess. Behind 
the wardrobe doors, piles of unfolded and dirty clothes lay screwed up waiting to be sorted. 
‘I want this bedroom cleaned by tomorrow,’ demanded his mum. Daniel walked into his 
room and lay on his bed. 

‘I’ll do it first thing in the morning,’ he thought to himself as he shoved another dirty sock 
beneath his pillow.

http://www.twinkl.co.uk
https://www.regentstudies.com/


It’s your turn! In the box below, draw or glue a picture of your bedroom. Then, write a 
description of your bedroom which includes prepositional phrases. Underline or highlight 
each prepositional phrase as you write.

on

in

beside

behind

between

across

through

next to

below

under

by

near to

Tip: Use the prepositions in the box to help you write your phrases.

http://www.twinkl.co.uk
https://www.regentstudies.com/


Missing Prepositions

The sentences below are all missing a preposition. Choose a preposition from the box below 
to complete each sentence so it makes sense.

on in honour of inside at due to               

under     across in summer     before     through      

1. “Dinner’s ready!” said dad as he placed the pizza  the table. 

2. Daniel always goes to breakfast club  school starts. 

3. You have a doctor’s appointment  4 o’clock.

4.  the horrible weather, the BBQ was cancelled. 

5. , we went on holiday to Greece.

6. Lucy hid  the wardrobe when they played hide and seek. 

7. Ben finally found his missing toy; it was  his bed the whole time. 

8. They held a party  the Queen’s Jubilee. 

9. Courtney had to squeeze  the crowd of people to get to her friends. 

10. Micheala, my best friend, lives in a house  the road from mine. 

http://www.twinkl.co.uk
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Preposition Detective

Read the sentences below. Each one contains at least one preposition. Help Detective Dog 
identify the prepositions in each sentence by drawing a circle around each one. The first 
has been done for you. 

1. Due to the terrible weather, the football match was cancelled. 

2. The schoolchildren stood by the bus stop.

3. Jamie received lots of presents at Christmas.

4. The cat slept in the shadow of a tree. 

5. Slowly, soft clouds drifted through the sky.

6. Thanks to the beautiful weather, the Brown family had a great BBQ in the garden.

7. Jacinta found a good hiding place under the table.

8. Dad managed to park his car between two large trucks.

9. I completed my homework after dinner. 

10. We’re here until Friday.

11. Her coat was hung behind the door.

12. My best friend lives opposite me.

http://www.twinkl.co.uk
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Preposition Sentences

Look at each of the images below. By each image there is a question. Write a sentence, which 
includes a preposition, that answers the question in each sentence. Circle the preposition 
you use each time. For example: Where is the mouse?

The mouse is sitting happily on the biscuit jar. 

Prepositions for Location

Where is the pupil standing?

Where is the girl sitting?

Where did the bird fly? 

http://www.twinkl.co.uk
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Preposition Sentences

Prepositions for Location

Where did the man walk?

Where is the troll? 

What are the children doing?

Where is the girl marching?

http://www.twinkl.co.uk
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Challenge: Write three sentences. Use a preposition from each of the columns above. 

Place: 

Time: 

Cause: 

Place Time Cause

Preposition Sort
Identify different types of prepositions and their uses

adjacent to

beside

at the weekend

under

on 

due to

before

following

because of

after 

in between

owing to

on Thursday

thanks to

across

since 

Help Kiara to complete the table below by placing the prepositions in the correct column 
based on their function: time, place or cause.

http://www.twinkl.co.uk
https://www.regentstudies.com/


Prepositional Openers

Add a prepositional phrase from below to each of the sentences. 
Remember to add the comma too.

Through the forest

After the race

Under the waves

Through the blue sky

In the tree branches

In summer

Underneath the stairs

Due to the heavy snow

1.  mum stored the vacuum cleaner.

2.  Jessie got a gold medal for coming first.

3.  school was closed for the day.

4.  planes flew taking passengers on holiday. 

5. a school of dolphins swam. 

6.  the elephants marched like soldiers. 

7.  we are going on holiday.

8.  the birds were singing merrily.

http://www.twinkl.co.uk
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Prepositional Phrases

Read the following sentences below. Underline or highlight the prepositional phrase in 
each sentence. The first one has been done for you.

1. Beyond the mountain range lies a green valley.

2. The girl hid under the table during hide and seek. 

3. Tamara put her book on the shelf. 

4. During the flight, Abdul sat between his mum and dad.

5. The children all ran towards the finish line to complete the race.

6. On Tuesday, Darcy has her ballet exam. 

7. Steven had to finish his homework before dinner. 

8. Hugo wasn’t watching where he went and accidentally walked into the door. 

9. The banquet was held in honour of the royal family who 

were visiting the country for the first time.

10. Mum put the shopping into the cupboard. 

Identify Prepositional Phrases

http://www.twinkl.co.uk
https://www.regentstudies.com/


Equipment
preposition cards

object cards

Preposition Match Game (Easier)

This is a fun, light-hearted game to help your child practise using prepositions in sentences. 

Preparation
Before playing the game, print out the 
game playing cards and cut them out. Keep 
the cards in two separate piles (preposition 
cards and object cards). Tip: You may wish 
to laminate them if you have a laminator. 

How to play
• First, shuffle each pile of cards (preposition cards and 

object cards) and place them face down. 

• The youngest player goes first. Each player must select a card from each pile. They 
then have to make a sentence that includes the object and the preposition. For 
instance, if you select a preposition card that says ‘inside’ and an object card with a 
picture of a ‘cake’, you could say, ‘The cake is inside the box.’ The other players have 
to agree that the sentence makes sense. The player can then keep that pair of cards.

• The person with the most pairs at the end of the game is the winner.

Miss a turn card
A player may pick up a miss 
a turn card in the preposition 
card pile. If so, they keep the 
miss a turn card and it is the 
next player’s turn. 

Steal card
Some of the cards in the object pile say ‘steal’. If a 
player gets this card, they can steal a pair of cards 
from any opponent who has at least one set of cards. 
They can choose the opponent they wish to steal from 
and ask them for a pair of their cards. The player 
who is stealing must then say a sentence using the 
preposition and object in that set of cards. If they say 
a correct sentence, they get to keep that set of cards 
and add it to their collection. 

http://www.twinkl.co.uk
https://www.regentstudies.com/


in

on

at

on top 
of
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next to

above

between

near
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far

under

out

around
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beside

below Miss a 
turn!

over
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Miss a 
turn!

Miss a 
turn!

https://www.regentstudies.com/


https://www.regentstudies.com/


https://www.regentstudies.com/


https://www.regentstudies.com/


Steal! Steal!

Steal!
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Equipment
preposition cards

object cards

Preposition Match Game

This is a fun, light-hearted game to help your child practise using prepositions in sentences. 

Preparation
Before playing the game, print out the 
game playing cards and cut them out. Keep 
the cards in two separate piles (preposition 
cards and object cards). Tip: You may wish 
to laminate them if you have a laminator. 

How to play
• First, shuffle each pile of cards (preposition cards and 

object cards) and place them face down. 

• The youngest player goes first. Each player must select a card from each pile. They 
then have to make a sentence that includes the object and the preposition. For 
instance, if you select a preposition card that says ‘inside’ and an object card with a 
picture of a ‘cake’, you could say, ‘The cake is inside the box.’ The other players have 
to agree that the sentence makes sense. The player can then keep that pair of cards.

• The person with the most pairs at the end of the game is the winner.

Miss a turn card
A player may pick up a miss 
a turn card in the preposition 
card pile. If so, they keep the 
miss a turn card and it is the 
next player’s turn. 

Steal card
Some of the cards in the object pile say ‘steal’. If a 
player gets this card, they can steal a pair of cards 
from any opponent who has at least one set of cards. 
They can choose the opponent they wish to steal from 
and ask them for a pair of their cards. The player 
who is stealing must then say a sentence using the 
preposition and object in that set of cards. If they say 
a correct sentence, they get to keep that set of cards 
and add it to their collection. 

https://www.regentstudies.com/


on

behind

under

in front 
of
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inside

opposite

outside

adjacent 
to
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through

due to

across

On 
Monday
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at 1 
o’clock

below Miss a 
turn!

beyond
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Miss a 
turn!

Miss a 
turn!
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Steal! Steal!

Steal!

https://www.regentstudies.com/


A Messy Bedroom Answers
Daniel’s bedroom was a terrible mess! It looked like a tornado had passed across his room and 
turned everything upside-down! Across the floor, toys were scattered and Daniel’s favourite 
superhero toy had been thrown under the bed. A pile of old magazines were precariously 
stacked behind the bedroom door, waiting to be knocked over. By his bed, a small table stood, 
covered in empty sweet wrappers and an old drink carton. Feeling horrified, Daniel’s mum 
hadn’t entered the room for several days due to the mess. Behind the wardrobe doors, piles of 
unfolded and dirty clothes lay screwed up waiting to be sorted. ‘I want this bedroom cleaned 
by tomorrow,’ demanded his mum. Daniel walked into his room and lay on his bed. 

‘I’ll do it first thing in the morning,’ he thought to himself as he shoved another dirty sock 
beneath his pillow.

https://www.regentstudies.com/


Missing Prepositions Answers
The sentences below are all missing a preposition. Choose a preposition from the box below to 
complete each sentence so it makes sense.

1. “Dinner’s ready!” said dad as he placed the pizza on the table. 

2. Daniel always goes to breakfast club before school starts. 

3. You have a doctor’s appointment at 4 o’clock.

4. Due to the horrible weather, the BBQ was cancelled. 

5. In summer, we went on holiday to Greece.

6. Lucy hid inside the wardrobe when they played hide and seek. 

7. Ben finally found his missing toy; it was under his bed the whole time. 

8. They held a party in honour of the Queen’s Jubilee. 

9. Courtney had to squeeze through the crowd of people to get to her friends. 

10. Micheala, my best friend, lives in a house across the road from mine. 

https://www.regentstudies.com/


Preposition Detective
Read the sentences below. Each one contains at least one preposition. Help Detective Dog 
identify the prepositions in each sentence by drawing a circle around each one. The first has 
been done for you. 

1. Due to the terrible weather, the football match was cancelled. 

2. The schoolchildren stood by the bus stop. 

3. Jamie received lots of presents at Christmas. 

4. The cat slept in the shadow of a tree. 

5. Slowly, soft clouds drifted through the sky. 

6. Thanks to the beautiful weather, the Brown family had a great BBQ in the garden. 

7. Jacinta found a good hiding place under the table. 

8. Dad managed to park his car between two large trucks. 

9. I completed my homework after dinner. 

10.  We’re here until Friday. 

11. Her coat was hung behind the door. 

12. My best friend lives opposite me.  

https://www.regentstudies.com/


Preposition Sentences Answers

Where is the pupil standing?

The pupil is standing in front of the whiteboard. 

Where is the girl sitting?

The girl is sitting on the chair. 

Where did the bird fly? 

The bird flew out of its cage.

Where did the man walk?

The man walked through the door.

Where is the troll? 

The troll is under the bridge. 

What are the children doing?

The children are lying across the bench.

Where is the girl marching?

The girl is marching in the playground. 

Here are some suggested ways to answer the questions using location prepositions. You might 
not have written exactly the same sentences.

https://www.regentstudies.com/


Preposition Sort Answers

Place Time Cause

under

on

beside

adjacent to

in between

across

before

after

following

on Thursday

at the weekend

since

thanks to

due to

because of

owing to

https://www.regentstudies.com/


Prepositional Phrases Answers
1. Beyond the mountain range lies a green valley. 

2. The girl hid under the table during hide and seek. 

3. Tamara put her book on the shelf.

4. During the flight, Abdul sat between his mum and dad.

5. The children all ran towards the finish line to complete the race. 

6. On Tuesday, Darcy has her ballet exam. 

7. Steven had to finish his homework before dinner.

8. Hugo wasn’t watching where he went and accidentally walked into the door. 

9. The banquet was held in honour of the royal family who 
were visiting the country for the first time.

10.  Mum put the shopping into the cupboard.

https://www.regentstudies.com/

